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_ decade as a_ceater

—  After
of U.S.

“WASHINGTON

" cloak-and-dagger activities, a
_ tiny island of bird droppings in

the Caribbzan is about to be

- refurned to Hond aras.

<. Reliable diplon:atic sources
‘'said presideatial assistant
‘Robert H. Finch will formally
give up U.S. claim to the is-
‘Tand during his ene-day visit to
Honduras dMonday.

The island, Swan Island,
about 165 miles north of Hon-
dureas, is composed entirely of
guano, the accumulated drep-

pings of sea fowl. It has served -

. as the sight ¢f a covert Central
- Intelligence Agency radio sta-

- tion broadcasting to Cuba dur-.

. Pxos invasion

ing and after the 1961 Bay of
and later to
othel points in Latin America.

The sources indicated that fi-

-nat disposition. of the station,

and whether it will be used

- again by the CIA, will be sub-

-

Cewerm—

ject to further negotiations.
- Claimed in 1853
The United States has
claimed the island sinca 1363

under the Guando Act of 1865

which gave the President the
right to designate an un-
[laimed island as U, S. termo«
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* counterbarrage,

AR

Ty once an Ameucan citizen -
had discovered guang on it,

. The New York Guano Co.
was first licensed to collect
and sell the island’s guano, a
valuable fertilizer rich in phos- -
ph::tes. Yater an Alabama sea |

capiain and finally the United

Fruit Co. sat up operatlo*\s on
the island.

The ~commercial interests
verg followed by the Weather
Bureau, the Federal Aviation
Administration aid ev entually

the &4, . . lished itself on-Swan Island, a
The CIA station originally group of armed Honduran stu-
operated as-Radio Swan, dents sought to land on the is-
which, in addition to political 5,4 by force in 1850. They
broadeasts, put out & variely  were repulsed singlehaudedly
of popular programs including by the weather bureau’s cook
ore featuring a Cuban exile iy after agreeing to lay down
calicd Havana Rose. their arms, they were permit-
‘Hysterical parrols’ ted to land, sing the Honduran
During the Bay of Pigs in- ational anthem and temporari-
vasion, Radm Swan was on ly plant their flag,
the air 24 hours a day, trans- -Profest in UN

— ceareaL L avemica

b:‘oadcésfs to Cuba, Mexico,

tier of South America,

mitting coded messages and  They were prolesting the

mysterious orders to nonexis- fact that a U.S. ceasus had-

tent battalions. been taken on the island that |-
Havena Radio set vp a  year, recording 4 population of

denouncing
Radio Swan as “not a racho
station but a cage of hysterica
parrots.” ’
After the invasion failed, the
CIA station was renamed Ra-
dio Americas and continued

28, down four since 1930,
A few months later Hon-
U duras protested in the United
Nations, claiming that “Histor-
/ ically, georopphicclly and. ju-

to it.

blcl,ermfr the United States

e . * has now recognized Honduras’:

: claim and Finch will make 1t

i &l official in Tegucigalpa, the
Hondur°n capital, Monday.

.Finch will be in Honduras
ior only a’few hours, arriving
. in the morning from Bxanl
-and leaving: in the evening for
" Mexico. He will return hexe on
: Thanksgiving Day after an 11-

Central America and the upper

Shortly after the CIA CSt"lb- :

g m———

ridically” the island belonced>

j
After 10 yeala of dxplomatlc
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